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just founded The Washington Monthly magazine 


by Wonalel Sinaitia 
“WELL, TRY to find out who he is and call him back, 
ie sounds like some kind of tycoon.” 

Charles Peters, editor of The Washington Monthly 
magazine, replaced the 
somewhere in the maze of tiny fifth-floor offices at 
i150 Connecticu: Ave. NW a secretary must have 
hauled dovaia copy of “Who's Who” and began trying 
to figure out the identity of whoever it was that called 
earlicr, while Poicrs was out. Evidently he had sound- 
ed Hike a potential backer. 

Peters ig a pudyy, 42-year-old ex-Peace Corps exce- 


utive with salt-and-pepper gray hair cut about the’ 


same length and style as found on an_ ancient 
Grecian bust. Tis magazine, a cross between 
the Atlantic Monthly, the New Republic and Ram- 
parts, will make its fifth appearance on newsstands 
next month. if Peters can straighten out his difficulties 


with his assorted writers and artists, the Monthly 
mishi snake it through the first year, that dangerous - 
time for now magazines. 


The suite of rooms occupied by the Monthly is con- . 


nected by a labyrinthine hallway which eventually 
loaci: to Peters office an acute oblong with bare wood 
floors and unc...terec, vream-colored walls, It is occu- 
pied by an ocs...my-s... walnut desk, a few chairs, 
and Peters. Hl. \ears a rep tie, loosened slightly at the 
% af an owve butcon-down shirt, wash-and-wear 
«wousers and buckskia suoes. The objects on the desk 
include volumes of Hu 

wach were presents Srum Peace Corps colleagues, and 
papersack conics of “he Federalist, Edmund Burke 
and The Coliunbia ‘desk Encyclopedia. There is also 
an empty Lily coffee cup and a wrinkled pack of True 
{Live} cigarettes, which he chain-smokes., During an 
interview /.¢ re... cut and bummed two Winstons, 

Mics: of Ev ozs” present troubles stem from the fact 
thas he is not a professional journalist—at least he 
wace't until he founded the Monthly. He was born in 
canton, W.Va., ceceived an M.A, in English from 

zambia Urivessity, and began his career writing 
waavectising cog. Zor the J. Walter Thompson agency in 
tic left to cam a law degree from the 


" 


st 


vy 


cow York. iy: 


Unlvwesily of Virginia and then returned to Charles- | 


tun, where he eperaicd a private law practice for three 


years urtil 1950 when he xan for the state legislature, 
ta addition to his own campaign in Kanawha Coun 
he managed the presidential campaign of John F. Ken- 
nedy there. Buih cu:didates won. After one session in 
the legislature, “cte. leit the call of the New Frontier, 
He came to Wishington in 1961 to join the olfice of 
the general counsel of the newly created Peace Corps. 
Later in the same year, Peace Corps director Sar- 
ent Shriver «poinced Peters to head his new office of 
evaluation, a confidential reporting service which was 
co vaake firse-land examinations of Corps overseas 
projeets anc <n confidential, critical reports with the 
:o9 echelon of Uae agency. The reports were written by 


telephone on its hook and : 


Suck Finn and Don Quixcte, - 


full-time staff members and by carefully chosen frce- 
lancers, including New Yorker magazine writers Rich- 

: ard Rovere and Calvin Trillin, 

: “It amounted to kind of an in-depth magazine on 
‘the Peace Corps,” Petors says, “Over the years many 
who knew of this operation said it should extend to 
other branches of government, So often when things 
go wrong the top uy is the last to hear about it, and by 
then it’s too late to help.” 

Peters had been tossing around possibilities of ex- 
panding his work for some time, and. early in the 
spring of 1967 he settled on the idea of a magazine. 
That May he served notice with Jack Vaughn, Shriv- 

ver's suecessor, that he was planning ta leave within a 
‘year. Le enlisted financial support fron John D. 
Quekefeller IV and soon afterwards from Joseph 
Crowley, president of the New Haven Yerminal, 
ito add to his own bankroll, 
{At the same tine ke was Uniag up capital, Peters 
: spent his evenings aud weekends contacting writers 
“aud editors, getting pledges of stories and delineating 
-editocial policies, Vor nvuch of his editorial advice ho 
relicd on Rovere, Washington correspondent for the 
New Yorker and one-time assistant editor of the New 
‘Masses, and Whilacy Ellsworth, publisher of the New 
York Review of Books. Another source of advice was 
Timothy J. Adams, a former San Francisco newspaper 
‘reporter who was director of the Peace Corps program 
in Thailand. When Peters left the Corps he took 


~ Adams with him as managing editor. 


The office opened on May 1 in an atmosphere of 
* ° oot . . . Lm 
“national crisis, produced partly by the sloting in tue 
‘gities and partly by the general sense of desperation 


‘over the Vietwarn war, During the months that fol-. 


lowed Peters met nightly with srnall groups of selectcd 
: government officials: mostly bright, mostly under 3% 
and mostly remnants of the Kennedy era. Over paper 
- cups of beer and sherry they brainstormed the uasaits- 
factory tides of American scciety and how best to stm 
them. Peters is still working on story ideas that grew 
_ out of these meetings, which were suspended in the 
’ fall in order to get out the first issue by last January. 
‘Che cover of the first issue shows a dramatic pnoto- 
_ graph of a convoluted American flag, parts of it opar- 
‘ kling under studio lights and parts hidden in Stygiaa 


ty “shadows. The table of contents flourished such jour- 


: qalistic bigmames as Murray Kempton, the foriner 
‘ columnist of the New York Post; David S. Dro-ler, 
Washington Post political writer; Russell Baker, New 
: York ‘Times columnist; Newsday publisher Bill \oyers 
and Wugh Sidey, chief of the Time Magazine Wrarh- 
' ington bureau. The writing reflected the elements of 
‘the magazine’s founding: intellectualism and a feeling 
that society was crumbling from sheer neglect. Peters’ 
editorial credo, which appeared on the back: cover, 
; stated in part: “The Aunerican system is in trouble. It's 
not responding well enough or fast enough to our 
critical national problems.” 
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“HIE RESPECTABLE MUCKRAK 


Old Peace Corps execs never die; one of them 
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So far the Monthly has zeroed in on the President, | 


COBti nea 


vt 
i 


_. 


7. 


5 


me 


C 


. be 

2 
Peace Corps =s0 far), lobbyists, labor, management, 
Tavoanenais, the veafacen, aad the duly press. Al- 
shough dhe magasiae has an obvious Hberal bins, itis 
wot rabieal, Us diminutive size, seven hy ten inches, 


taseholarly outlook—it approxi- 


was chosen to sug: 
uals the size of ] 
nls. In handling his matecial, Peters applies much the 
suite principles as he used in his Peace Corps days: He 
examities issues from the bottom up, believing that 
newspapers err in velying on information they receive 
from the top, ‘Che tone is one of respectable muckrak- 
ing. 


terary ond political academic jour- - 


slick mix of heavy and light 
headline types and a crisp text 
type, resigned last month over 
a disagreement with Peters on 
the use of illustrative art, (Ex-. 
cept for the covers, the small 
‘photograph of the mayor of 
Boston appearing in the cur- 
rent issue is the only illustva- 
| tive art the Monthly has used.) 
+ On the other hand, Peters’ 

lack of experience strikes 


Inastory dealing with urban transpasiation, Peters | Some as an asset, In a time 


had his writer concentrate not on the Department of 


when the Saturday Evening 


. . rye PY ay, 
Transportation, but on highway lobbyists. If the story - Post, oid and established, an 


turned up tolling sensational, it was a sardonically 
eatertaiainy examination of a powerful special iaterest 


group, (Sample: “The Unancing of the Highway Pro- 
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of lebbying, the iis 


ry ® ade . . ; t ‘ “ hte 
aosarve to be Hsted alongside those Chinese contrac-. face of it that he is open . the 
at hasa 


tors whu convinced the Ch'in emperors to build the 
Creat Wall of China.”) 


¥ 


{n addition to professional journalists, the niagazine| 


- Ramparts, new and flamboy- 
, ant, are heading the list of fail- 
| ing and failed magazines, the 


. : . ob ey Dptrrve t ; ° 
evam was a classic raid on the Treasury. In the annals - fact that x GLETS 28 gavnbling on 
ighwaymea who executed this coup | the Monthly suggests on the 


‘kind of innovation 
: chance of suceess. 
The fecling among rany 


uses original sources including academicians and writ | who have come into contact 


ces Who are presently involved in government, Jane. 
Jacobs, author of The Death and Life of Great Ameri- 
can Cities, has contributed, as has one of President: 


' with the Monthly seems to be 
: that it is a healthy idea; and 
‘ that if Peters turns it into a 


; ‘ money-maker it will be b: 
Nixon’s top aides, Stephen Moss. There are two regular: hone aad it will be both 
vLaans; “Views of the 2ross” is written by guest jour-} Etause and in spite of him- 


nalists and gives insights into the relationship between: self, 
the press and government, aad “The Culture of Bue, 
reancracy” keeps a constant eye on one of Peter's” 1 
favorite target? Peters says the magazine has 5 immensely. 


met With unexpected success, 
when measured against his: 
original goals, With 20,000 
subserfbers, enlisted in two di-. 
rect mail campaigns aimed es-: 
pecially toward businessmen, 
politicians and political sci- ..." 
ence professors, and frot. 
newspaper and magazine ads, 
he is already halfway along 
toward his subscription target 
for the first year; and his. 
newsstand target was met on. 
the first issue, which sold al- 
most 8,003, He says he is satis- 
fied with the advertising he 
has picked up; the June issue. 
wil include three major 
Ssms—Random House, Amer- 
ican Telephone & Telegraph 
and Polaroid, 

“We anticipated four years 
to break even,” says Peters, 
“Now it looks like a year and a 
half or so.” 

vlong the way Peters has 
rout with some setbacks, Some 
weiters coraplain of a lack of 
svofessiona “ism in the way Pe- 
vers handles them, Stories are 
sositace, tumed in and then 
sent back for major revisions, 
somotines two or three times. 
At lenuc oa writer is now talk- 

ing about a law suit over the 
handlidyppréevédFo | 
Gelberg, the art director who 


In the meantime, Peters 


# 


seems to be enjoying himself 
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